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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A multi-type air conditioner comprising: 

an outdoor unit h a ving including a compressor, an outdoor heat exchanger, a 
flow path control valve for contro lli ng that controls a flow path of a refrigerant from the 
compressor, and an outdoor unit piping system; 

a plurality of indoor units each having an indoor expansion device, an indoor heat 
exchanger, and an indoor piping system; 

a distributor for that selectively distributes d i str i but i ng the refrigerant from the 
outdoor unit to the plurality of indoor units and return i ng to th e outdoor unit aga i n prop e r 
from the plurality of indoor units to the outdoor unit according to respective operation 
modes; and 

a noise preventor provided on respective pipelines r e sp e ct i v e ly connected to 
each of the indoor units and comprising a respective first valve connected to a 
respective open/close valve, the noise preventor being configured to cut off refrigerant 
flow mte to inoperative indoor units when the air conditioner is in operation, fef thereby 
preventing an occurrence of refrigerant flow noise at the inoperative indoor units. 

2. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the noise pr e vontor i ncludes a first valve on a pipeline connected to the indoor 
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heat exchanger for cutting is configured to cut off a supply of the refrigerant to the 
inoperative indoor unit. 

3. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the noise preventor includes a second valve on a pipeline connected to the 
indoor expansion device for cutt i ng configured to cut off a supply of the refrigerant to the 
inoperative indoor unit. 

4. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the noise preventor includes a« the indoor expansion device hav i ng a syst e m 
which can b e c l os e d is configured to cut off refrigerant supp l y to the inoperative indoor 
unit. 

5. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the noise preventor includes a second valve on a pipeline connected to the 
indoor expansion device for cutt i ng that is configured to cut off supp l y of th e refrigerant 
to the inoperative indoor unit. 

6. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the noise preventor further comprises i nclud e s the indoor expansion device 
hav i ng a syst e m which can b e c l os e d is configured to cut off refrigerant supply to the 
inoperative indoor unit. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a bypass for the refrigerant staying in the pipeline connected to the indoor 
expansion device to bypass the inoperative indoor unit. 

8. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein the bypass includes^ [[;]] 

a bypass pipe connecting two pipelines conn e ct e d to mak e that provide the 
refrigerant to flow in/out of each of the indoor units; [[,]] and 

a bypass valve on th e bypass pip e for op e ning/c l os i ng configured to open/close a 
passageway in the bypass pipe. 

9. (Original) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
bypass valve has a sectional flow passage area smaller than the flow sectional area of 
the bypass pipe, for bypassing minimum refrigerant. 

10. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the flow path control valve includes: [[;]] 

a first port in communication with an outlet of the compressor, 
a second port in communication with the outdoor heat exchanger, 
a third port in communication with an inlet of the compressor, and 
a fourth port blanked, or connected to a closed pipe piece. 
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11. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 10, 
wherein the outdoor piping system includes: [[;]] 

a first pipeline connected between the outlet of the compressor and the first port, 

a second pipeline connected between the second port and the first port of the 
outdoor unit A having the the second pipeline comprising the outdoor heat exchanger 
mounted i n th e m i dd le th e r e of , 

a third pipeline connected between the first pipeline and the second pipeline of 
the outdoor unit, and 

a fourth pipeline connected between the third port and the inlet of the 
compresso r the fourth pipeline being having a middl e part connected to the third port of 
the outdoor unit. 

12. (Original) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
outdoor unit further includes an accumulator on the fourth pipeline between the third 
port of the outdoor unit and the inlet of the compressor. 

13. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 11, 
wherein the outdoor unit further includes: [[;]] 

a check valve provided on the second pipeline between the outdoor heat 
exchanger and the first port of the outdoor unit, and 

an outdoor expansion device mount e d provided on the second pipeline and 
connected in parallel to the check valve. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 13 44, 
wherein the check valve eoJy permits refrigerant flow from an outdoor heat exchanger 
side to a first port side. 

15. (Previously Presented) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 11, 
wherein the first port of the outdoor unit is connected to the first port of the distributor, 
the second port of the outdoor unit is connected to the second port of the distributor, 
and the third port of the outdoor unit is connected to the third port of the distributor. 

16. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein the distributor includes; [[;]] 

a distributor piping system for gu i ding that guides refrigerant from the outdoor 
unit to the indoor units, and from the indoor units to the outdoor unit; [[,]] and 

a valve bank on the distributor piping system for contro l l i ng that controls the 
refrigerant flowing in the distributor piping system proper according to respective 
operation modes. 

17. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 16, 
wherein the distributor piping system includes: [[;]] 

a liquid refrigerant pipeline comprising hav i ng a first port of the distributor, 

a plurality of liquid refrigerant branch pipelines branched from the liquid 

refrigerant pipeline and connected to each of the indoor unit expansion devices in the 

indoor units r e sp e ct i v el y , 
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a gas refrigerant pipeline comprising hav i ng a second port of the distributor, 

a plurality of first gas refrigerant branch pipelines branched from the gas 

refrigerant pipeline and connected to each of the indoor heat exchangers of the indoor 

units r e sp e ct i v el y , 

a plurality of second gas refrigerant branch pipelines branched from the first gas 
refrigerant branch pipelines respectively, and 

a return pipeline having a l l connected to the second gas refrigerant pipelines 
connootod thoroto, and a third port of the distributor. 

18. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein the valve bank includes a plurality of open/close valves mount e d provided on 
the first and second gas refrigerant branch pipelines. 

19. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein the distributor further includes a liquefaction preventor that prevents 
liquefaction of the refrigerant discharged from the compressor and filled in the third 
pipeline fuWy. 

20. (Currently Amended) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the liquefaction preventor includes: [[;]] 

a bypass pipe connected between the return pipeline and the gas refrigerant 
pipeline, and 

a distributor expansion device connected to en the bypass pipe. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A multi-type air conditioner comprising: 

an outdoor unit having a compressor and an outdoor heat exchanger; 

a plurality of indoor units in which each indoor unit is connected to the outdoor 
unit and each indoor unit comprises hav i ng an indoor expansion device and an indoor 
heat exchanger; 

a noise preventor on p i p eli n e s connected to respective indoor units and 
comprising a respective first valve connected to a respective open/close valve, the 
noise preventor being configured to cut for cutting off refrigerant flow mte to inoperative 
indoor units to prevent an occurrence of refrigerant flow noise at the inoperative indoor 
units; and 

a bypass on pip eli n e s r e sp e ct i v el y connected to each of the indoor units for such 
that the refrigerant caused to stay by of the noise preventor is configured to bypass the 
inoperative indoor unit. 

22. (Currently Amended) A multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 21, wherein 
the noise preventor includes: [[;]] 

a the first valve on a pip eli ne connected to the indoor heat exchanger, for cutt i ng 
the first valve being configured to cut off refrigerant flow to an inoperative indoor unit, 
and 

a second valve on a pipeline connected to the indoor expansion device, fef 
cutting the second valve being configured to cut off refrigerant flow to the inoperative 
indoor unit. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 21 , wherein 
the noise preventor includes; [[;]] 

a the first valve on a pipeline connected to the indoor heat exchanger, for cutt i ng 
the first valve being configured to cut off refrigerant flow to an inoperative indoor unit, 
and 

an indoor expansion device having a closable system for cutting configured to cut 
off refrigerant flow to the inoperative indoor unit. 

24. (Currently Amended) A multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 21 , wherein 
the bypass includes: [[;]] 

a bypass pipe connecting two pipelines conn e ct e d to mak e such that the 
refrigerant is configured to flow in/out of each of the indoor units, and 

a bypass valve on the bypass pipe configured for opening/closing the bypass 

pipe. 

25. (Original) The multi-type air conditioner as claimed in claim 24, wherein the 
bypass valve has a sectional flow passage area smaller than the flow sectional area of 
the bypass pipe, for bypassing minimum refrigerant. 


9 


